
School Aims 
                   We aim to stimulate and inspire our children, develop their interests and equip them with  

lifelong learning skills through the provision of a broad, rich and exciting curriculum which focuses on 
developing children’s love of learning. 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 

(PLEASE NOTE THAT EVENTS MAY BE 
POSTPONED/CANCELLED/CHANGED DUE TO 

CHANGING CIRCUMSTANCES.  WE WILL AIM TO GIVE 
AS MUCH NOTICE OF CHANGES AS POSSIBLE) 

THIS WEEK: 
Thurs  
12th Nov 

Nasal Flu vaccination All 
children 

FUTURE EVENTS: 
Mon 16th – 
Fri 20th Nov 

Anti-Bullying Week  All 
children  

Thurs 19th & 
Fri 20th Nov 

 Children’s individual 
photograph   POSTPONED  

Wk beg  
7th Dec 

Christmas Pantomime All 
children  

Thurs  
10th Dec 

Christmas Lunch  All 
children  

Carols in the Community 
(tbc) 

Yrs 3 - 5 

Tues  
15th Dec  

2.30 – 3.15pm: Year 1 & 2 
Nativity  (virtually - tbc) 

 

Thurs  
17th Dec 

3.20pm: Yrs 3 - 5 Carols by 
Candlelight and Mini 
Winter Fayre (tbc)  

 

Fri  
18th Dec  

Christmas Parties  All 
children  

3.30pm: End of Autumn 
term  

All 
families  

 
 

Messages from Mrs Quartson 
 

 Parent Teacher Consultations:  Thank you to all the parents who took the time out to talk to teachers via zoom before the half term 
holidays.  We hope you found the discussions useful.  We are aware that some parents had technical issues or were unable to login. It 
has been a good learning curve and we hope that we have found solutions to these zoom meetings going forward.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you want to discuss their progress and did not have a chance via zoom.  Ms van Bergen is arranging for the videos to 
support parents to be on the website as soon as possible. We will send the password once these are available.  
 

 COVID update:   Please refer to the information included later in this newsletter and the letter/s I sent home regarding bubble closures. 
As a result of closing bubbles, there are a number of things that have had to change or be postponed including learning for siblings.  
Barnet have also informed us of information regarding absence for siblings.  We are one of the last schools in the borough to be in this 
position which is both positive and also provides challenges that other schools have already navigated.  We will make errors but are 
trying to address everything we can in the best way we can.  Our primary aim is to continue to provide your child with a high quality 
education alongside keeping them safe but we can only do this with your help and support.  There is no added risk to children and staff 
who are attending school and we are continually reviewing our procedures.  The risk assessments we have to undertake are extremely 
detailed and thorough and are discussed with Public Health at every stage of the decision-making process.  We truly hope this is the 
only time we need to ask children or staff to self-isolate but the Prime Minister has warned that we may be looking at this situation 
being in place for many months to come so it is more than likely we may need to take this decision in future.  

 

 You will be aware that all the schools in the Trust are taking part in the ‘Around the World’ Challenge (see Mrs Renouf-Crotty’s post 
on ClassDojo recently).  The children have begun their walking and running lessons to help us reach our target and Mrs Renouf-Crotty 
will post progress updates each week for you to see.  We are looking forward to raising funds to go toward our playground development 
- we are hoping to build a climbing frame in the near future so your family and friend’s donations will be added to the pot of funds we 
have already.  Thank you so much in advance for any contributions received! 

 

Enjoy a great week ahead and keep safe! 

Drop off and pick up as the cold weather arrives 
Please be advised that from next week (week beginning 16th November) 

we will allow all children in a family to be dropped off at the same time.   

Please take siblings to the drop off gate for the OLDEST child and 

wait until the rest of the class have entered.  You should inform the 

teacher that you are dropping off more than the child in their class so 

they are aware and can send siblings to their class.  
 

In the afternoon, your children MUST BE COLLECTED FROM THE 

OFFICE AT YOUR OLDEST CHILD’S COLLECTION TIME.      

Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations 
A reminder that flu nasal spray vaccinations will 
take place this Thursday (12th November).   
 

Only children who have consent will receive the 
nasal spray vaccine. 
 

BARNET HEALTH HAVE INFORMED US THAT THIS 
WILL STILL GO AHEAD FOR CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 
ON THURSDAY.  They hope to offer another date 
for children who are self-isolating currently. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Main School Office 
A reminder that office opening times are 
8.00am-4.00pm. Staff will be contactable 
between these times.  
You are welcome to leave a message or send 
any email outside these hours but the staff will 
generally not respond until the next school day. 
 

  

 
 



   

Children joining Reception classes in September 2021 
If you have a younger child who will be joining Reception class in September 2021, the Barnet 
Admissions is now for applications. Please remember that places are not automatic and you will 
need to apply for a place.  The closing date for applications is 15th January 2021. 
 

We are full in Reception classes this year and wanted to ask for your support in encouraging new 
parents to pick Watling Park School as their first choice as an educational setting given we are 
unable to offer face-to-face tours of the school currently. Instead, we have set up a website 
events page for new parents to register on https://www.watlingparkschool.org.uk/events and 
attend short virtual tours via zoom so they can learn a little more about the school.   Please share 
this information with friends who may be interested in learning more about the school.   
 
The next tour via zoom is scheduled for this Thursday at 2.30pm.  A zoom link will be sent to 
anyone who has registered prior to the event.   

UPDATE REGARDING CLOSING OF BUBBLES AND OTHER COVID-RELATED NEWS 
You will have received a letter from Mrs Quartson regarding a positive case(s) of COVID in the school community.  Having undertaken a very deep and thorough risk assessment in 
conjunction with Public Health and the DfE, we were advised to close bubbles. Please note that this was done as a precaution only and there is no added risk to anyone in the school. 
 

It is more important than ever that we ensure we are all following lockdown guidance and self-isolation procedures if you are advised that you or your child needs to self-isolate. 
 

Here are some important pieces of information for you along with the information included in the letters sent yesterday: 
 

1. Siblings of children needing to self-isolate are expected to attend school.  Barnet has advised us that any sibling who does not attend school must be marked as unauthorised absence 
and the Barnet Education Welfare Officer may be in contact with parents where this is the case. 

 

2. Only children who are told to self-isolate will be provided with learning (including work on ClassDojo and zoom live lessons, etc.).  If parents choose to keep their other children off 
school, staff will not be providing learning for them, as they should be in school and learning in their classroom is proceeding as normal.   

 

3. After school and breakfast clubs can remain open for this week but we will review this daily in terms of staffing/numbers and inform parents if we need to close either of them. 
 

4. Staff may be moved into different classes for a number of reasons.  We will always aim to ensure staff follow social distancing rules wherever possible.  There may also be times 
when staff will lead lessons from home via zoom.  In this case, other staff will be in the classroom to support the children. In these fast moving times, we need to be as flexible as 
possible while still working within the risk assessment guidelines in order to ensure we can keep as many children in school as possible.  

 

5. Due to bubbles being closed and children not in school, we have chosen to postpone the individual and sibling photographs due to take place next week on 19th and 20th November. 
When a new date is arranged, we will let you know. 

Children in Need 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone dressed in their spotty clothing on Friday (13th November) in exchange for a donation which will go to helping this amazing charity. 
 

Please refer to the suggestions included in the letter sent out last Friday – we don’t want you to spend money buying clothes as there are so many fun and easy ideas that you 
can do together with your child or have them do themselves.  We hope the children at home will also take part and wear their spots too.  Staff look forward to seeing them!    
 

Buckets to collect donations will be available on the gates in the morning (and possibly the afternoon too).    Thanks so much for helping us support this event! 

Christmas at Watling Park in uncertain times 
 

Whilst we have planned a number of events to celebrate Christmas and other festivals 
of light, we are aware that these may need to be cancelled or take place virtually.  
 

We have the opportunity to welcome parents and carers to a viewing of this year’s 
Nativity, performed by Year 2 children and supported by Year 1, via Zoom.  This allows 
100 people to view it live.  We will send out information in the coming weeks to gauge if 
this is something parents would like to take part in.   
 

Depending on parental interest, we may be able to offer a second viewing should 
numbers require this.   
 

It will not be the same as having everyone together to celebrate the wonderful job the 
children do but hopefully it will bring the spirit of Christmas to Watling Park!   

 

 

                                                                                  



   

Attendance and Punctuality 
Attendance:  

This Year’s 
Attendance 

Target: 

Last week’s 
attendance: 

Comments: Class with the best attendance: 

96.5% 95.2% 

Our attendance continues to be very low meaning that children are missing valuable and important learning 
time.  

With so much learning to be caught up, please ensure you arrange appointments, etc. outside school time, 
particularly dentist, doctor and hospital appointments.  Many thanks for your help with this. 

 

Pine class with  98.5% attendance – well 
done! 

 

  

Punctuality:  
Class/es where everyone arrived on time: Comments: 

Well done Elm, Oak, Pear, Cedar, Hazel, Birch, Ash, Maple, 

Holly and Chestnut Classes!  

We are so grateful to everyone for trying so hard to ensure the children arrive at the correct times even 
though there are so many things for you to contend with.         

 

 

Oak and Elm Class 
 

This week we enjoyed exploring the book ‘How Many Sleeps ‘til My 
Birthday?’.  We wrote responses to an invitation from the Bear in the 
story. The children practiced using the tricky words ‘I’ and ‘the’. 
 
We sang ‘Happy Birthday’ in Romanian, Spanish and French. The 
children also enjoyed their first Spanish lesson with Mrs Lilywhite, 
where they learnt to say ‘hello’ (¡Hola!) and ‘goodbye’ (‘adios’). 
 
We talked about what month our birthdays are in and discussed the 
different seasons.  
 

In maths, we talked about 2D shapes and their properties.  
 
To carry on our learning about Black History Month we made up our 
own acrostic poems and talked about how we are all different. 
 
In phonics, we focused on  learning:  ‘e’, ‘ l’, ‘h’, ‘sh’ and ‘r’. 
 

Pine and Pear Class 
 

     

             

 
 

LEARNING LAST WEEK… 

Pear Class: 

We have been learning about 
Mary Seacole for Black History 
Month. We wrote an acrostic 
poem about this amazing lady 
who is famous for her work 
with the sick and wounded 
during the Crimean War. 
 
We also started the ‘Around 
the World’ Challenge to raise 
money to buy equipment for 
the playground. It was so 
exciting to wear a pedometer 
to see how much distance we 
could run and walk in 20 
minutes! 
 

Pine Class: 
This week in Pine class, our 
eager scientists carried out 
an experiment using ice.   
 
They wanted to find out 
what would melt the ice the 
quickest and what would 
take the longest.  
 
The children made their 
predictions of what would 
happen and then carried out 
their experiment amidst lots 
of excitement.  Ask them 
what they found out.  

 



  

Hazel and Cedar Class 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 

Willow and Birch Class 
 

 
 

In Year 3, we have started our new science topic- Light and Dark.  
We carried out an investigation to find out which surface is better at reflecting light 

and had lots of fun doing it.  Ask us what we discovered... 

 

Maple and Ash Class 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 Ash Class we have started our ‘Around the World’ 
challenge. Many of the schools in BPET are joining 
together to reach a cumulative goal of steps/running 
equivalent to running around the world.  After 30 
minutes, we realised that it looks a lot more fun than it is! 

 

Chestnut and Holly Class 
      

 
                                                   

Year 5 have enjoyed learning more about Black History Month this week. We have 

explored a number of significant key people and dived deeper into the life of Mae 

Jemison – the first African American woman in Space.  

While researching her for our acrostic poems, we discovered that not only was she an 

astronaut but also a doctor, scientist, dancer and even a TV star. Our favourite fact is 

that LEGO have created a mini-figure of her.  

We ended the week by writing and sharing some incredible acrostic poems about 

her, her life and her legacy. 

                                                                                                                

Year 2 have been learning about Marcus Rashford for Black History Month.  
 
We have discussed the great things he has done for our country and why he is 
such an important figure for us, especially in schools.  
 
We wrote an acrostic poem about Marcus Rashford and performed it to the 
class! 
 
We have also begun our topic:  Africa!  It is impressive what we already know 
about this vast continent.  
 
We are discussing the Savannah Desert, native animals and different countries 
within Africa.  
 
We will be comparing lives in Kenya to our own and learning more about 
ancient Egypt.  
 

Maple Class have had a great week learning more 
about Nelson Mandela. We focused on features of 
poetry during the week and then used them to 
write some exciting acrostic poems. 
 


