
School Aims 
                   We aim to stimulate and inspire our children, develop their interests and equip them with  

lifelong learning skills through the provision of a broad, rich and exciting curriculum which focuses on 
developing children’s love of learning. 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 

(PLEASE NOTE THAT EVENTS MAY BE 
POSTPONED/CANCELLED/CHANGED DUE TO CHANGING 

CIRCUMSTANCES.  WE WILL AIM TO GIVE AS MUCH 
NOTICE OF CHANGES AS POSSIBLE) 

THIS WEEK: 
Thurs 8th Oct MacMillan Mad 

Hatter’s Tea Party 
(children only) 

All 
children  

FUTURE EVENTS: 
Mon 19th – 
Thurs 23rd Oct 

Parent Teacher 
Consultations via Zoom  

All 
parents  

Fri 24th Oct 3.30pm: Half term 
holiday begins  

All 
families  

Mon 2nd Nov Children return to 
school 

All 
families 

Thurs 12th 
Nov 

Children’s Individual 
Photographs 

All 
children  

Nasal Flu vaccination  

Mon 16th – Fri 
20th Nov 

Anti-Bullying Week  All 
children  

Wk beg 7th 
Dec 

Christmas Pantomime All 
children  

Thurs 10th Dec Christmas Lunch  All 
children  

Carols in the 
Community (tbc) 

Yrs 3 - 5 

Tues 15th Dec  2.30 – 3.15pm: Year 1 & 
2 Nativity  (virtually) 

 

Thurs 17th Dec 3.20pm: Yr 3 -5 Carols 
by Candlelight and Mini 
Winter Fayre (tbc)  

 

Fri 18th Dec  Christmas Parties  All 
children  

3.30pm: End of Autumn 
term  

All 
families  

 
 

Messages from Mrs Quartson 
 

What a busy week it has been!  October is already here and the children and staff are ensuring that learning remains at the heart of 
everything.  We had a visit from a BPET consultant last week and although he couldn’t enter the classrooms, he observed from the doorway 
and was very impressed with the focus and engagement the children throughout the school displayed!  Some of the detailed learning a 
group of Year 5 children could remember from things they had learnt prior to lockdown and the knowledge they shared was inspiring.  
 

We are looking forward to welcoming many of our Reception children full time from today.  They have settled so well and are already 
learning the routines throughout the day.  Their purposeful learning is evident at all times they are in school. 
 

Well done to all our Stars of the Week last week.  We won’t be adding these to the newsletters from now on; instead we will continue to 
video the assemblies and add them to ClassDojo for you to enjoy as we have had so many parents and children saying how much they 
love being able to share these videos together.  We hope you continue to enjoy them!  
 

You will see from the upcoming dates in this newsletter that there are nowhere near as many events planned for this term as usual.  While 
we would love to add in many of our normal events, we don’t know what the future holds at this point in time.  We have planned some 
Christmas events but, again, these may need to be cancelled or adapting depending on circumstances. We will keep you updated regarding 
these.  
 

As promised, you will find information about last week’s learning for each year group towards the end of this newsletter.  Unfortunately, 
not all our iPads are up and running at the moment, so not all year groups have been able to add photos this week.  A special thanks must 
go to Ms van Bergen (supported by Mrs Renouf-Crotty and many other staff) for spending so many hours over the summer holidays and 
since returning to overcome the technology issues we have/are experiencing in order to get them ready for classes to use.  
 

We all enjoyed a wonderful Rainbow Day last week – it was a great way to add a small ray of sunshine to such a miserable, wet day and 
we are also looking forward to the MacMillan Mad Hatter’s Tea party this week but it will be so disappointing that you cannot join us!   

Uniform Donations  
Thank you so much for the generous donations of items of 
uniform received from parents.  We have been able to give 
sets of uniform out to a number of families but still have a 
lot left. 
 

The items are being sorted into sets of uniforms for boys 
and girls according to age so if you need a set, please email 
the office with your child’s name and class and the age (i.e. 
7 years) so we can give it to your child to take home.  

COVID UPDATE 
There is a lot of updated information for parents recently, which 
we have collated into a separate document and attached with this 
newsletter.  There is also a link to translated information in a range 
of different languages. 
 

An important update this week involves schools ensuring they are 
providing remote learning for any children who are required to 
self-isolate because they are waiting for test results, have tested 
positive or have a family member who is self-isolating. Please 
ensure you inform the office if you are self-isolating so we can 
send remote learning for your child via ClassDojo/paper packs. 



   

Communication with staff members  
All your emails are important to us but, as you know, all staff members are very busy trying to concentrate on your child’s 
learning.  
 

Should you wish to email a member of staff regarding any questions or concerns you may want to relay/ask, please 
ensure you send your email to office@watlingparkschool.org.uk for the attention of the relevant staff member and Miss 
Foe will send it on to them.  Please do not email staff directly. 
 

Alternatively, please call the office to arrange a convenient time for them to call you.  Many thanks.  
 

 Drop off and pick up IN WET WEATHER ONLY 
We are so grateful to parents and carers for being so understanding around the staggered start and finish 

times, particularly those with siblings. We have looked at different ways to make it easier while ensuring there 

is as little cross bubble mixing as possible. 
 

Please note that if it is raining and you have more than one child, you can bring all siblings together at 8.50am 

and allow them to enter the gate your oldest child uses ONCE THE CLASS ENTERING AT 8.50AM HAS GONE 

IN.  No children should be entering the school after 9.00am or they will be marked late.   
 

When collecting siblings at the end of the day, please come to the office at the time you would pick up your 

last child. The normal procedures should be followed in fine weather.  We will review this after the half term 

holiday when the colder weather is likely to arrive.  

Medical Reminders  
If your child requires medication (e.g. asthma pump, etc.), it is 
vital that you ensure the medication is in school, within date 
and you have met with Miss Shona (our welfare officer) to 
update or advise of any changes to medication or regimes.  
We cannot provide medication without the relevant 
information recorded on a care plan. 
 

Should your child require any short term medication, you can 
ONLY request this via the office and the correct form and 
information must be provided/completed. You MUST bring a 
copy of the information provided from the doctor showing the 
amount and times it is required.  
 

We DO NOT give over the counter medicine to children but if 
you visit the doctor and request a prescription, we may be able 
to administer it.  Please understand that this is to keep your 
child safe, as we cannot be held responsible if the incorrect 
amount of an over the counter medicine is given to your child.   
 

You will have received an about Nasal Flu Vaccination today 
(check your junk folder if you have not received it). Due to the 
current situation, the consent form will be electronic and you 
have the option to consent or decline consent (more 
information about the programme is available at 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-
vaccine/.  If you want your child to have this, you MUST 
complete the e-consent. Only children who have consent will 
be given the spray.   
 

Black Lives Matter 
 

As a school, we believe that race and racism is not a one- 

conversation topic so we will be reflecting on how we 

approach this within our community and in the educational 

context throughout this year.  We will begin our action 

planning after the October half term holiday and would like 

to invite a small group of parents to join our working party.   
 

As we want to incorporate Black History into this 

conversation, we will be deciding how to best celebrate 

this later in the year but Black History Month won’t pass by 

without us marking it with some special things including 

some yummy lunches! 
 

Please keep a look out for an email regarding joining our 
working party if you are interested in contributing to this.   

Parent Teacher Consultations 
We will be holding Parent Teacher Consultations during the week beginning 19th October so your child’s teacher 
can speak to you about the assessments they have been undertaking to identify where your child is up to with their 
learning and any gaps they may following lockdown.   
 
These meetings will need to be held virtually via Zoom.  Year groups will be holding their meetings on different days. 
Given you will not need to travel to school and they will be for 10 minutes, we will be sending you a Zoom invite for 
a set time and day.  The setting up of individual Zoom meetings for every parent in the class is a large undertaking 
and swapping times will be very challenging.  We ask that you aim to keep to the time you are offered wherever 
possible.  We know this is not ideal but we need to make it work for over 320 parents and carers so we have tried 
to make it as straightforward as possible, especially for families with more than one child.   
 
The Zoom invitations will be sent to you individually via ClassDojo so please ensure you are able to access your 
account.  
 
The discussions will focus on how your child has settled and where they are with their learning including strengths 
and gaps.  Staff will also direct you to videos you can watch with helpful suggestions on ways you can support them 
at home.  

mailto:office@watlingparkschool.org.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/child-flu-vaccine/


   

Attendance and Punctuality 
Attendance:  

This Year’s 
Attendance 

Target: 

Last week’s 
attendance: 

Comments: Class with the best 
attendance: 

96.5% 94% 
We are aware that there were a number of children off school at the end of last week following the advice regarding 

temperatures and new coughs.   Thank you so much for being alert to the advice and please remember to let the 
office know if this is the case so we can monitor the situation.   

 

Cedar and Willow classes had 
everyone in!  100% 

attendance!  
  

Punctuality:  
Class/es where everyone arrived on time: Comments: 

Well done to everyone – children and adults!   
We are so grateful to everyone for trying so hard to ensure the children arrive at the correct times even 

though there are so many things for you to contend with.         
 

 

Oak and Elm Class 
Reception have had a great week settling in and meeting all their new friends. 
They have adapted to school very well and have been keen to come in every day.   
 
This week, they have focused on routines and getting to know their new friends. 
There has been a lot to learn. We talked about everyone being different and how 
we celebrate our differences; this was followed up by portraits of themselves.  
 
We also talked about the colours in the rainbow. The Reception children have 
all made their own rainbows which are hanging up in the classroom to help us 
celebrate Rainbow Day.  
 
We have been singing the days of the week and the months of the year. We have 
also completed the first PE lesson with Coach Kevin as well as our first music 
lesson with Miss Starr.  
 
Well done Reception for a fantastic start to school - we are looking forward to 
our first full day on Monday!  

 

Pine and Pear Class 

 
In Year 1, the children have been working with Coach Kevin doing different activities focused on 
skipping, jumping, hopping and running. Coach Kevin held up different colour cones for different 
actions, which allowed the children to follow instructions and keep focused. 
  

 
 
 

We have also started looking at common 
exception words. We were given a ‘treasure 
map’ and asked to crack the codes in order to 
find the common exception word. We then 
attempted to read aloud the words we had 
found.   

LEARNING LAST WEEK… 



  

Hazel and Cedar Class 

          
 
 
It has been a very busy week in Cedar class! In Maths, we have been working on place value, 
particularly learning the vocabulary: digits, place value, greater than, less than and equal to. We have 
been using the greater than and less than sign to determine bigger numbers and ordering numbers 
in ascending order. In English, we have been discussing what an imperative (bossy) verb is. We gave 
Miss Gellman instructions, using imperative verbs, to make a jam sandwich and learnt about the 
importance of giving clear and concise instructions! In Science, we have been exploring the animals 
that live in a coastal habitat. In Geography, we found out how to use a map with keys and made our 
very own pirate map to find our treasure. As it was Rainbow Day on Thursday, we read the book 
'Elmer' and made our own Elmer elephants. It has been a wonderful week and we are so impressed 
at their fantastic learning!  

Willow and Birch Class 
We have had a brilliant week full learning and fun in Year 3. 
 
 In Maths, we have been partitioning and ordering three-digit numbers.  
 
In English, we have been acting as Roman soldiers and writing our own diary entries in 
character.  
 
In Geography, we have been learning about the reach of the Roman Empire. 
 
To celebrate Rainbow day the children made these beautiful rainbow clouds: 
 

 
 

This week was lots of fun, full of art and 
activities! We have been writing instructions, 
learning our tens and ones and finding out all 
about Coastline habitats! Rainbow day was a 
day full of art! Here is just a small sample of the 
outstanding artwork produced! We read the 
story 'Rainbow Bird' and created our own 
Rainbow Bird mosaics from coloured card. 
Fantastic efforts from everyone in Hazel Class! 

 

Maple and Ash Class 
This week in Science, Ash Class created a simple series circuit using wires, batteries 
and bulbs. We discussed which materials conduct electricity and what an insulator is. 
We even used a buzzer so our success could be heard by everyone in KS2!  
 

                                                                                                               

 
 

 

 

Maple class had such a fun 

time using components to 

make circuits in Science this 

week! 

Chestnut and Holly Class 

         
 

This week in Year 5, we have 
been focusing on materials 

and their properties. 
Here, the classes were 
sorting the different 

materials and matching 
properties.  

 


