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Our Values

Message from the Head
Dear Parents/Carers
We hope you have had an enjoyable fortnight. Once again, our two weeks have been action packed! The
children have had bread making workshops, Y2 have visited the RAF museum, the Book People Book Fair has
been running – thank you all for your generosity in buying books - and, of course, we have celebrated World
Book Day. An array of book characters came to visit Watling Park School including Belle from ‘Beauty and the
Beast’, Olaf from ‘Frozen’ and even Burglar Bill (although some people thought he looked remarkably like Mrs
Neve!).
Over the next fortnight, we have Oak Class presenting their assembly, Y2 have road safety workshops and
Reception classes will be going on their school trip. Please make sure that you read the day board in the
playground and please look out for any information and flyers from your child’s class.
We are pleased to announce that, after a thorough and democratic process in every class, we now have a
SCHOOL COUNCIL. That is only their tentative title; the new members will decide what they would like to be
called.
The members are:
CLASS
ELM
OAK
PEAR
PINE
CEDAR
HAZEL

NAME
David
Emmanuel
Mika
Aron
Rebecca
Tegan

You can see photographs of our new representatives in this newsletter.
Please note that Parents’ Evenings are going to be held on Wednesday 21 st March and Thursday 22nd March and
sign-up sheets will go up on the back of classroom doors on Monday afternoon.
Please sign up and note that each slot, as previously, lasts 10 minutes. Should you require a longer discussion
with your child’s class teacher, please agree an alternative time with them. If you need assistance booking your
slot, please contact the office.
The school building and the adjoining Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) are now available for renting and longterm lettings so please let your friends and family know and please contact the office if you wish to obtain
further details about lettings.
We ask that all parents treat the local residents with respect and courtesy. Sadly, local residents had no
alternative but to complain recently about the inappropriate language used by some of our parents when they

LEARN

ENJOY

SUCCEED

were questioned about their parking. We wish to maintain and develop good, positive relationships with
our neighbours and parking inconsiderately and using foul language does not promote what we are trying to
achieve.
We ask that all parents respect the right of our neighbours to park outside their own homes and the right to be
spoken to with respect and courtesy. Thank you.

ATTEND AND ACHIEVE
Once again, our average attendance figure of 94.5% is a cause of great concern. It has gone down still further –
by 0.1% and, once again, this is due in large part to unauthorised holidays and ‘general sickness’. Added to this, I
have to report that our attendance was only 77% on Thursday, with many parents opting not to bring their
children to school because of the snow. We urge parents to make alternative arrangements WHEN YOU KNOW
IN ADVANCE THAT THE WEATHER AND/OR TRAFFIC IS EXPECTED TO BE BAD. WE URGE YOU TO PLAN AHEAD
SO THAT YOUR CHILDREN DO NOT MISS A DAY OF LEARNING.
We have contacted our Education Welfare Officer who will be advising us on how to proceed and it is possible
that we may have to introduce fines for parents who take holidays during term time and who are not showing a
commitment to improving their child’s attendance.
We still have a number of children who are absent without a reason being given – PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE
WITH A SPECIFIC REASON FOR YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE BEFORE 8:30am. PLEASE DO NOT WAIT FOR US TO
CHASE YOU.

PLEASE HELP US TO REACH OUR TARGET ATTENDANCE FIGURE OF 96+%.
Thank you.
Please note that the last day of term is Thursday 29th March as Friday 30th March is Good Friday and therefore
a Bank Holiday.
Finally, we wish you a restful and happy weekend.
With our continued thanks and appreciation,
The Watling Park Team

Class

Attendance

Lates

Elm

83.8%

1

Oak

85.4%

1

Pear

86.4%

1

Pine

94.0%

1

Hazel

91.7%

3

Cedar

91.3%

2

LEARN

If your child is ill, please call
the school office before 8.30am
Tel: 0208 353 4249
Please leave a message with the child’s name,
class and the reason for the absence.
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Book Week has been a fun and exciting time in school with brilliant
learning taking place. Children enjoyed hearing a stories from our
professional storyteller. Children have also attended drama
workshops, have made books and, of course, there has been lots of
extra reading!

Let's fight head lice
together
Head lice are a normal part of childhood
- surveys among primary school children
have found that nearly 1 in 10 have head
lice at any one time. If you're a parent
you probably know what a hassle it is to
treat head lice and just how frustrating it
can be when your child comes home
scratching their head yet again.
Find out more
http://www.onceaweektakeapeek.com/

Thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported us by
making costumes, donating costumes, buying books at the fair and
reading, reading, reading! The book fair raised over £170 in
commission for the school to buy new books and will be back in the
future, by popular demand.
Well done to all children who entered our competitions for World
Book Day. The following winners won brand new books!
Best costumes:
Victor, Chloe, Prince, Trim, Soriah, Finley, Ali Omar, Camilia, Erik,
Lia, Ousinou, Amaani
Best ‘Get Caught Reading’ photos:
Iman for reading in a cardboard box!
Christiana for reading in her bathroom sink!
Timurhan for reading upside down on a slide!
‘Reading Challenge’ lucky-dip winners:
Omid and Frankie

WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER 3 NEW CLUBS FOR THE
MONTH OF MARCH!




Dramarama on Mondays will be for Years 1 & 2
Little Dramarama will run on Fridays for Reception classes
Poetry Club will start on Friday 16th and run until Easter

These clubs must be pre booked in the usual way. Please see
the school office for more information.

Designated after school club
Mobile

07802 716723
4pm - 6pm
Please call if you are running
late.

And finally, we are offering ‘Stay and Play’ sessions every day.
This is an ad hoc club and can be booked for half an hour only
or for the full hour. Half an hour will be £2.50 and the full hour
£5.00.

Children have the chance to play games, do puzzles, read, dress
up, chill out and much more!

Open 8am – 4pm

Central Trust Team Newsletter – February 2018
Safer Internet Day
The first Tuesday of February saw Safer Internet Day held in schools across the Trust. This year’s
theme was ‘Create, Connect and Share Respect: A better internet starts with you’, which reflects our
commitment to empowering young people at the same time that we ensure the highest
safeguarding standards. The initiative, headed by the UK Safer Internet Centre (a coalition of
charities; Childnet, the South West Grid for Learning and the Internet Watch Foundation), targets
schools, parents and carers – as well as industry and government – to harness the positive effects of
the internet whilst reducing its risks.
Anne Longfield, Children’s Commissioner for England, appreciates the importance of such an
initiative:
“The internet and social media are a permanent part
of modern childhood and they offer huge
opportunities to learn and connect. Safer Internet
Day brings schools, parents, teachers and industry
together to make sure children have the power,
information and resilience they need to make safe
and informed choices online.”
We believe that it’s crucial to nurture an interest in ideas themselves, and are therefore committed
to providing the resources needed to pursue such discovery both safely and effectively.
EYFS Moderation Day
We were pleased to be able to bring together Early Years Foundation Stage leaders from across
Bellevue Place Education Trust and the independent Bellevue Schools group for two moderation
day sessions, covering both the North and
South of the country. Leaders assessed
the level of judging pupils’ work in
Reception, looking at how we evaluate the
impact of the ways we teach and support
pupils through the academic year and
beyond. We are aiming to establish School
Evaluation Forms (SEF), where early years is
a key area of focus and recognised as a
crucial aspect of what we do. Moderation
days are central to our values of
collaboration and commitment. By working
together, we ensure best practice across
the Trust and for the benefit of all pupils.

BCS Garden Opening
Braywick Court School was delighted to have a very special visitor open its new Nature Garden on
the temporary site at West Dean this January (26). Prime Minister and constituency MP, Theresa
May, quizzed pupils about her boss the Queen, before taking a tour of the garden’s numerous
creative features. Highlights include a ‘bug hotel’ and ‘hedgehog corner’! The project has been
named ‘Hasna’s Garden’, to commemorate the sister of current pupils Lugmaan and Hana. Hasna
tragically passed away when she was less than a day old. Working through a wet and windy
weekend, the PTA have demonstrated the robust sense of community that characterises all of our
schools. Looking forwards, the school’s green ethos will have further opportunities to shine as it
moves to a permanent home on Hibbert Road, in close proximity to the Braywick Nature Reserve.

Consultation on the proposed changes to the BPET Local Governance structure
BPET was created in 2012 and, after opening our first school in 2013, is now operational on seven
sites. One school has already been recognised as Outstanding, and two being judged as Good by
Ofsted. The success of BPET so far has been achieved thanks to the efforts of all staff, trustees and
other supporters. As you know, we are committed to continuous improvement efforts as part of our
culture, and we are consulting on the proposed changes in Local Governance arrangements, with
details set out below.
The BPET Board has agreed to consult about proposed changes to Local Governance Arrangements
in its schools which are designed to





Reduce the duplication of roles and responsibilities between the Board, Local Governance
volunteers and the central executive team
Implement what we have learnt from the experience of the first 6 years of operating the
Trust
Clarify the role and purpose of parental and other stakeholder engagement at each school
Make better use of staff, trustee and local volunteers in the interests of the children’s
education

The Trust is bringing forward proposals to replace the Local Governing Bodies with Local Advisory
Boards in an effort to tackle these criticisms without diluting the commitment to working with each
school community to deliver schools that are sensitive and responsive to local views and opinions.

Background
The National Governance Association conducted an external review of the governance structure
across the Trust in 2016/17, with a workshop in September 2016 involving Trustees, Chairs and
Headteachers.
The external review report recommended “work with staff and LGB members to reach a new
settlement for school-level governance within BPET”. This report sets out the detail of a move to
Local Advisory Boards, replacing Local Governing Bodies. The main purposes of the new Local
Advisory Boards will be:




to maintain an overview of the educational attainment and achievement of the school
to advise on the School Development Plan proposals
to assist the school in meeting the needs of the local community it serves.

Timetable
The consultation is planned to run from 28 February 2018 to 6 April 2018, with a final decision in
April 2018. If agreed, the changeover is planned during the summer to allow the new Local Advisory
Boards to be up and running from the start of the Autumn Term 2018. If you would like to know
more about the proposed changes, please visit the BPET website. If you have any views about these
proposals that you would like the trustees to consider, in response to this consultation, please send
them to info@BPET.co.uk by 6 April.

